LETTER 
- FROM A 
GENTLEMA Nin the CITY 
TO A 


GENTLEMAN in the CounTtxr, 
ABOUT THE 


Odiouſneſs of Perſecution. 
WHEREIN 


| The Riſe and End of the Penal 


Laws for Religion in this Kingdom, are con- 
lider'd, 


Occaſioned by the late Rigorous Proceedings 
avainſt Sober Diſſenters, by certain Angry Juſtices 


IN THE 


COUNTRY. 


It is the Part of the Chriſtian- Religion to Suffer, and not to make 
People Suffer for Religion, Tertul. Apol. 


Printed in the YE AR, 1687, 


: "X23 


THE 


LETTER. 


Sik, 


HE News of a Perſecution meerly for a- matter of 

Religion, at this time a day, when the whole Na- 

tion appears profeſſedly to diſlike it; and the 

giving countenance to Informers (who are the Peft 

of every Nation, and the common Enemies of Pro+ 

perty) to the Prejudice of Pcaceable and Trading People, 

makes your Friends, who have had notice of ' your late Trou- 

bles, ſuſpect that there is ſomething in your caſe more than 
ordinary. | 

Had this fallen out in ſome remote Country, where no In- 

former had ever yet appeared, we might have conceived; that 

through Ignorance that ſort of Devil might have been miſta- 

ken for an Angel of Light; and that upon his bare Averrment, 

ſome well-meaning Perſons, even againſt their own Experience, 

might have been induced to miſtake their Peaceable Neigh- 

bours for Dangerous Incendiaries, and unworthy to enjoy their 

own proper Goods, But to ſee that fort of Creature concerned 
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a Country ſo near London and Weſtminſter, as not to be capable 
of knowing what Informers are, how deteſtable their Trade, 
how inconſiderable their Power, how generally indigent and 
difſolute, how mean their Skill , how little they know more 
than to ſubborn Witneſſes tro commit Perjuries, which are diſ- 
covered to their Confuſion, is that which raiſed Wonder in 
ſome of your Friends, to fo great an height, that they generally 
requeſt from your own hand the true ſtate of your Caſe in all 
its Circumſtances, to the end they may know, whether there 
be any thing which can differ it from the common Caſes of 
Perſecution meerly for Religion; from which the generality of 
the Country-Gentlemen of England (and particularly thoſe of 
the Country where you live) do commonly profeſs to have as 
great an abhorrency, as they have from Depopulating of Coun- 
tries, which is the Effect that ſuch Perſecutions muſt of ne- 
ceſſity produce. In the mean time, do not I pray take me to 
be one, who think it ſtrange to hear of Troubles ; what hath 
been formerly, may happen again without Aſtoniſhment ; and 
you are too well known to be thought to-be ſurprized or 
afraid. 

Well did that Perſon confider the Creature Man, who diſtin- 
guiſhed him into two parts, viz. the an, and the Beaſt : But 
it were happy for Mankind, if the Beaſ# were leſs imperious and 
cruel : In truth, it is rare to find where rhe Afar is allowed to 
have any power in Acting ; every thing ſeems too much to be 
governed by rhe Beaſt, and by the Tyranny of its inordinate Paſ\- 
ſions and Senſes, 

And yet where ſhall one fiad a ſingle Perſon in the World, 
who calls himſelf a Chyi/tian, or that Party of Men who deſire 
to be eſteemed. Chritians, but he and they will readily grant 
that Principle, Mat. 7.12. A!l chings whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do even ſo 10 them; for this is the Law and the 
Prophets? and that other Principle, Rum, 3. 8. Let ns -not dg 
Evil that Good may come, to be Goſpel-Principles, and obfiging 
to all Mankind? 

There is not a Politician or States-man,nor a Government any 
where, that owns Chriſtianity to be the true Religion, bur con- 
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feſſeth, That in the Council of the Jews, which was alſembled 
in order to the Perſecuting of the Apoſtles for matters of meer 
Rcligion,- Gamalel adviſed prudently, and according to the Prin- 
Ciples of true Religion, Atts 5. Ler them alone, for if this Counſel 
or this work be of Men, it will come to nonght ; but if it be of Ged, 
we cannot overthrow it, leaſt happily we be found even to Fight againſt 
God. They will all confeſs readily, when preſied with theſe cha- 
ritable and peaceable Principles; that the Spirit of Perſecuting 
for meer Religion, is a Spirit of Injuſtice, as not doing to others 
as our ſelves would be done unto; and a Spirit of Diftdcnce and 
Incredulity, refuſing to truſt God, and his Providence, with the 
Defence and Juſtification of what is Profeſſed to be of God : And 
yet it is hard to find that ſingle Perſon, and much more to name, 
that Community or Government amongſt Chriſtians, now in 
being, whoſe practice, when they have opportunity aud power, 
are not contrary to their Principles. And not only fo, but they 
will take upon them to jultifie ſuch practices-to be conſiſtent with, 
nay, even dutics,unto which they are obliged by that pure Religi- 
on, Which they take upon them to profets-to the whale Wor!d. 

But to the end I may not be eſteemed prefumptuous, or uncha- 
ritable in what I here aſſert, and1n regard it is impoſl:ble to pro- 
duce evident proofs for what I ſay, as touching fingle Perſons ; let 
us a little examine the matter, as to Parties and Governments, ta- 
king this for granted, that every particular Party calls it ſelf a rrue 
Church, or the true Church of Chriſt. If what is here urged of 
diftering Churches ſhall be proved true, the preſumption will ſtard 
very ſtrong as to ſingle Perſons; there being noſingle Perſon, who 
would be eſteemed a Chr:itian, but he is in communion or fellow-- 
ſhip with ſome Church, which he owns to be the true Church of 
Chrift, and by whoſe Judgment he is willing to be-concluded, as 
being a profeſſed Member of it; and as taking it for his Principle, 
that every Member of the true Church of Chrif ought to be of 
her Judgment, becauſe the Scripture ſays, She is the Pi/ar and 
Ground of Truth: And though ſome boggle at this, yet nothing 
is truer than that every Chritian Society daily praQtiſcth ir. 

Now, the better toprepare the way for this intended Tryal, we 
wall crave the Liberty firlt, ro conſider Chriſtianity in the World 

in 
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in general, in its firſt Ages, when it was under Perſecution for 
meer matter of Religion, and before it gained any civil Power 
and Dominion; From them we ſhall know what the true Chriſts- 
anity did teach: We will then conſider Chriſtianity in England, 
when divided only into two dittinCt Parties, v-z. The Proteſtants, 
and the Papiſts: And in the lait place, We will conſider Chriſt ;aniry 
in England, when the Proteffants were ſub-divided into ſeveral 
Parties, viz. The Epiſcopal, or Church of England Proteſtants, 
the Presbyterians, the Independants, the Anabaptiſts, and the Dua- 
kers : and when the Papiſts were become fo ſinall, that they 
were upon the matter inconſiderable; and Iſuppofe, from theſe 
differing rimes, we may hope for a reaſonable Information. 

Firſt-then, Suppoſe the queſtion put to the Chriſtians of the 
firſt and Primitive Times, in thoſe firſt and greatett -Perſecuti- 
ons, under which Chriſtianity then ſuffered, 7s it lawfil to Per- 
ſecure, and to make and Execute Laws for the Tnflitting of Pains 
and Penalties upon quiet-and peaceable People, fir Matters meerly of 
Religion ; and 1n particular, For meeting tegether meerly for mat- 
ter of Religion ? Doubtleſs, their Anſwer would have been given 
with one general Voice: That it was not Lawful; and that it was 
againſt the Rule of Chriſt, and the Law of Nature, Qnod 7:6: 
non vis fieri, Alters non feceris, Do not unto another, what t hou wouldſt 
not have done unto thy ſelf.” And that true it is, the Jews, who 
Perſecuted the Lord of Life, and put him to Death for matter 
of meer Religion, did alledge for their Juſtification, That they 
had a Law, and that by their Law* he ought to Dye: But that 
that Law, and all Laws of that Nature, were againſt the Law 
of God : And that the Chriſtians had no ſuch cuſtom, nor the 
Churches of Chriſt, 1s I think, a moſt undeniable thing. 

Theſe Ages ( by the Agreement of all ) were eſteemed the 
pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; Religion being then moſt Pure, 
when the Profeſſors of it were moſt Poor. And if any one 
ſhall conceive, that the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages would have 
given any other Anſwer, contrary to what I have here framed 
for thein, and ſhall-give a convincing Reaſon for ſuch his Appre- 
henſion, I ſhall confeſs my miſtake. In the mean time I mutt ſay, 
That I cannot ſee what other anſwer they could have given 
buy 
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but what muſt have juſtified the Perſecutions againſt themſelves 
to have been innocent, . on the part of the Perſecutors, who be- 
lieved thoſe firſt Chriſtians to Err in Religion, and to be 
Difturbers of the Peace, ard Government of their Countries , 
and their Meetings to be unlawful Aﬀemblies : And much more 
Innocent on the part of the inferiour Magiſtrates, who took 
care tO put thoſe Laws in Execution ; they being as much obliged 
in all civil Reſpects, to putin Execution the Laws of their Supe- 
riours, as our Inferivur Magiſtrates are obliged to the Executi- 
on of our Laws ; and they gave the ſame Reaſons. And the ſame 
1s to be ſaid inthe Caſe of the Perſecution of our Lord Chriſt, as 
ſeems very clear from that Prayer, which he offered for his Per- 
ſecutors: Father, forgive them, they know not what they ao ; here 
then is a Principle of Chriſtianity undivided. 

In the next place, We are to conſider Chriſtianity in England, 
when divided only into two diſtin& Parties, viz. Proteſtants and 
Papiſts,and when the Proteſtants had made a Sub divifion amongſt 
themſelves here. This I take to be in the times of K. Hen. 8, 
K. Eaw. 6. Q. Mary, and part of the Reign of Q. Elizabeth ; 
for though there were diverſities of Opinions amongſt Proteſtants, 
as well here as in other Countrics, even in the firſt beginnings ; 
yet they were not divided into Parties, being every-where upon 
the Defenſive, In the time of K. Hen. 8. which 1 intend to in- 
tance in, both Parties were perſecuted. 

The Caſe ſtands thus: Thar King at his coming to the Crown, _ 
found the whole Nation in a quiet poſſcthon of Popery,and holding 
it as an Article of their Faith, and the Principle whereon they be- 
lieved the Unity of their Faith depended, that, The Pope. was the 
Saupream Paſtor , and viſible Head of Government next under Chriſt, 
of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, of which the then National- 
Church of England was a' Member: The King had defended 
this Article by Writing ſo vigorouſly againſt Ag. Larger, that the 
Pope had for that very work conferred upon him the Title of 
Defender of the Faith, to be enjoyed and uſed by him, and his 
Succeflors-for ever. After this, by A& of Parliament, this Su- 
pream Paſtor , this Viſible Head was thrown oft, and this King 
put in his place, fo far as concerned the Church of England, » 
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the Title of  Supream Head of the Church of England, annexed 
to the Crown; and this by a Law, 26- Hen. 8. C. 1, And then 
by another Law, 26 Hen. 8. C. 13. it was Enacted, we 
any by Word or Writing, ſhould-attempt to Deprive the King of the 
Tule of His Royal Eſtate, he ſhould be adjudged a Traytor : This 
change of the Headfhip of the Church, was, and is truly (at 
leaſt-in Ergland ) a Prot eſfant DoCtrine ; and undoubtedly there 
is no Proteſtant whatſoever, but approves the caſting off the Popes 
Headſhip , 'as conformable with the DoCtrine of Proteſtants. 
And upon the latter of theſe two Laws, divers ſuffered Death 
for th-ir denying the Kings Supremacy. This was the firſt ſtep 
made in England, from Popery towards Protcſtancy. 

And the Vigorous Execution of this latter Law, encouraged 
ſeveral Proteſtants from Forreign parts to come into England, not 
doubting but to have a Liberty to Exerciſe their Religion here ; 
and it gave confidence to many of the Subyects of England to re- 
ceive, and to'others, to entertain good thoughts of Preteſtancy ; 
being perſwaded, that after the ſhedding of fo much Blood, as had 
been ſhed here upon that Occaſion, England would never any 
more admit of the Article of the Popes Supremacy ; and confe- 
quently, would every day make greater ſteps from that Church, 
of which the Pope was owned to be the Supream Paſtor. 

And certain it is, that Proteffaxcy upon this Occaſion alſo tad? 
its entrance into Eng/and, and gained Ground here, and ſuch (if 
not by open application to the King for that purpole,yet) atleaſt 
in their Hearrs deſired a Toleration, and to be admitted to Preach, 
and Exerciſe their Religion here, without being Perſecuted for 
their ſo doing ; fo that their Principle wasat that time (art leaſt) 
againſt Perſecution for meer Religion. But Proteſt ancy being now 
ra;en notice of to grow, another Law was made, 3 1Hen.8. for ſet- 
ling unity of Opinion in the fix Articles therein named, by which 
the denyal of Tranſubſtantiation , and ſeveral other Doctrines 
therein named, are Enatted ro be puniſhed with Death. 

And now Perſecution in England, for matters of meer Reli- 
gion, grew ſharp and high; ſo that it 1s obſerved by our Hiſtori- 
ans, that upon one and the ſame day, ſome who wereProfelled 
Þapiſts, were put to Death for denying the Kings mC—_ 

which 
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which was a Proteſtant Article : And ſome who were profeſſed 
Proteſtants, were put to death for denying Tranſubſtantiation, 
which was an Articic of the Papiſts: So that at this time, the 
Government could neither be ſaid to be Popiſh, nor Proteftant, but 
both Parties were Perſccuted moſt ſeverely for matters of meer 
Religion : And he who ſhould then have ſaid to either Party, in 
juſtification of the Proceedings of the Magiſtrate in the Execution 
of citter of thoſe Laws, That that Party did not then ſuffer for 
any matter of meer Religion, but for breaking of the Peace, in 
breaking of the Kirg's Laws, would certainly have been taken 
not to have underſtood thoſe Laws, or the cauſe of their then 
Sultering. : 

Andnow, ſuppoſe eachof theſe Parties ſeparately interrogated, 
when thus under Perſecution (for Afi. dat intelleflnm,) Is it 
lawful to Perſecure, and to make and Execute Laws, for the In- 
fliting of Pains and Penalties upon quier and peaccable People, 
for matters of meer Rel:gion? (tor it ſeemcda time to teach both 
Parties an Eternal remperance and moderation) moſt certainly, 
each Party in their then preſent Circumitances, would have an- 
ſwered in the Negative, That it was not lawſul : They would not 
have fallen into the debate to conſider v-hat Religioa their Perſe- 
cutors were of, whether of the Pop:/h or Protes#ant, to the end, 
to have fixt the Cruelty and Injuitice of Perſecuring for a matter 
of meer Religion; upon that Party, asa Pr nciple of their Religi- 
on, which their Fancies ſhould have perſwaced them to have 
been the Religion of their Perſecutors, 

The Papiſts would not have then ſtood formalizing that ,. be- 
cauſe the firſt Perſecution was occaſioned upon the denyal of the 
King's Headſhip over the Church of Znzlind, which was a Prote- 
ſtant Doftrine, in oppoſition to the Pope's Headſhip, which was 
the Popiſh DoCtrine; therefore the Proteſfants were the Aggrelſors 
in the Perſecution ; and therefore the Principle of Perſecution was 
a Proteſtant Principle; and the Pc: ſecution of the Proreſtants a'ter- 
wards,was no other than a juſt Judgment of God drawn upon the 
Preteſtants by themſelves, as a Conſequerce of that Principle of 
Perſecution, which gave them the firlt occaſion of introducing 
their Religion rationally into Erg/and. Nor would the Pregeſtants, 
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by way'of Recrimination,have charged tie Papi then; that be- 
cauſe that King and the then Government were of the Pop;ſh Relir 
gion ineverypoint, ſave only in the Article touching the Suprema- 
cy; therefore the Principle of Perſecution muſt neceſſari'y be a 
Popiſh Principle : No, they would moſt certainly,cach Party,have 
diſclaimed the Principle,as unwarranted by the Principles of true 

Chriſt:atity, which each of them claimed to.betheirs,and cach of 
them would have agreed,that it was their common Principle, To 

do unto others as they deſired others ſhould do unto them. Heie 

we ſce the Principle of Chriſtianity in England, when divided, 

The Perſecutions before mentioned, being quieted by the Death 
of KR. Henr the Eighth,andthe Crown deſcending unto K. Edward 
the Sixth, an Infant of ſuch tender Years,as made him uncapable 
of Excrciſing the Government in his own Perſon, not being come 
tothe uſe of right Reaſon; the Duie of Somerſet took upon him 
the Adminiſtration of all things, under the Title of Protettor, 
and with him the Proteſtant Party had their ſole Intereſt. 

Several Penal Laws were made in this King's Reign, for the In- 
flicting Pains and Penalties for matters of meer Religion, which 
gave occaſion to the Papiſts to charge upon Proteſtants the Prin- 
ciple of Perſecution for matters of meer Religion,as their Princi- 
ple. It is true, the Papiſts were at that time Sufferers, and were 
atually Peiſecutcd by the then Government for matters of meer 
Religion : But true Charity might eaſily have found other Rea- 
ſons, unto which thoſe Perſecutions might warrantably have 
been Aſſigned ; and there was certainly noneceſſity of Affigning 
them to any Principle of the Proteſtants. 

The firſt Law which was made, relating to theſe matters, was 
T.Edw.6, C. 1. touching the Lord's Supper,Entituled, The Penal- 
ties for ſpeaking againſt the Sacrament of the Budy and Blood of Chriſt, 
or againſt the receiving thereof in both kinds, Thisſeems to have no 
other tendency than barely to keep both Parties from falling to- 
gether by the Ears, and the Proteſtants were more likely to fall un- 
der the Puniſhment of this Law,than the Papiſts : None could ſay, 
That it was the effect of Intemperate Spirits;for though it directed 
Communion in both kinds, to ſuch as defied to Communicare,;. 
yct it compelied not any perſun to communicate. And it = a 
Clauſe 
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Clauſe of great Temperance in the very clo of it,in theſe words; 
Nottcondemming hereby the uſage of any Church ont of the King's 
MMajeſties Dominions. | 

The next Law of this Nature, was made in the ſame Parlia- 
ment, viz. 1 Eaw. 6. C. 12.1t is Entituled thus, viz. Statutes con- 
cerning Treaſons, &C. repealed: and this cannot be denyed to be 
ſharp againſt the Papsſts. It makes it highly Penal to affirm, That 
the King is not, or ought not to be Supream Head on Earth of the 
Church of England and Ircland, or any of them immediately under 
God,or that the Biſhop of Rome, or any other Perſon or Perſons, other 
than the King of England for the time being, ts, or ought tobe, by the 
Laws of God, Supream Head of the ſame Churches, or (gy of them : 
But there is no neceſſity or reaſon of aſcribing this neither to any 
Proteſtant Principle, though it is ſuppoſed to be made in affir- 
mance of a Prot cans Principle. 

Another penal Law was made 1. and 3. Edw. 6. Entituted, The 
Penalty for not uſing Uniformity of Service and Adminiſtration of S4- 
craments, Andin3.and 4. Eaw. 6. C. 10. was made an Aft, For 
the aboliſhing and putting away of divers Bocks and Ima;es. Both 
which were ſevere again(t the Papiſts in matters of meer Religion; 
yet do not find any neceſſity, why the Perſecutions, which theſe 
Statutes occaſioned,ſhould be ignputed to any Proteſtant Principle. 

During the whole Reign of this Infant King, it is clear,that the 
Papiſts in ſvme degree ſuttered Perfecution from the Hands of the 
Proteſtant :,for matters of meer Religion : And without doubr, had 
it been then demanded of the Papiſts, Whether ſuch Perſecutions 
and ſuch Laws Enatting ſuch A my were lawful, and azree- 
able with the Principles of true Chriſtianity, which they anos. to 
maintain? their Anſwer would have been in the Negative: And 
they would then with one accord havercadily agreed, That Per- 

ſecation. for matters of meer Religion, Was no more conſiſtent with 
ihe Rale of Chriſt, requirins us, To do unto others, as we would that 
others ſhould do wnto us, than Murder and Robbery. 

But thePerſecutions Inflicted upon the Papsſts, by the Law made 
in the time of King Edward the Sixth, did not laſt long ; they en- 
ded with his Life ; and by the deſcending of the Crown ta Queea 
Mary, the Papifts were reſcued from all their Sufferings. All the 
Laws made againſt them in or Times of Hey. 8. and: Edw. 6, 
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were Repealed. But the caſe was altered with the poor Prete- 
fans, whoſe Sutferings were ſo great, and are fo ſharply and juſt- 
ly refle&ted on, even to this day,that I, who love not to. aggravate 
any thing, eſpecially that carries its own aggravation with it, 
will ſay no more of them, but beg of our good Ged, tofill us with 
mercy in place of revenge, and to forgive them as we would be 
forgiven. Sure Iam,had any Proteſtant been as*ed his Judgment 
tn that Age, touching the Principle of Perſecu:ing for matters of 
meer Religion, he would have diſclaimed ir, as abſolutely con- 
trary to the Principles ofhis Religion,which is the point thatI am 
Iabouring to Evince. And after all this, ſhall any one take ir ill, 
if upon aWinciple of Charity I ſhall profeſs, that I could never as 
yet ſee any thing offered, which in my poor apprehenſion didne- 
ceſlarily Eviace; That Ferſecntion for meer Religion, was even an 
avowed Principle of either ſide. 

The Bloody Fury of Perſecution,under which the Prote/ffants ſuf- 
fered ſo miſerably in Q. Afaries time, did end with her Reign, 
which was but ſhort, Andaftcr that, the Proteſtants never ſutter- 
ed more from the Papiſts. But vpon the death of Q ſary, the 
Crown coming to Q. Elizabeth ; and ſhe thereupon declaring her 
ſelf a firm, a zealous, and to all intents, religiouſly a Proteſtant, 
the Edge was tutncd againſt the.Papi(ts, before any differences 
were diſcerned to be among the Proteſtants, Several of thePo- 
piſh Clergy ſuffered Perſecution, ſome even unto Death in ſeve- 
ral parts of the Kingdom : And new Laws were from-time- to 
time framed and multiplyed for thoſe purpoſes. And if now we 
ask the Opinion of the Pap:ſts, as to Penal Laws, either Sanguina- 
ry or others, and Perſecutions,for mecr matter of Religion ; they 
will tell you, (and they continue in that proteſtation even unto 
this day) That all ſuch Laws and Perſecutions are unlawful, and a- 
gainſt the Principles of the Geſpel. Ana though the Proreſtants un- 
der ſeveral changes, have been in the poſſeſſion of thoſe Laws, 
and have at times more or leſs Executed them ; yet (> far as b 
can find) they do not own Perſecution for matters meerly of 
Religion to be their Principle, or ſo muchas lawful, 

After the Papiſts had ſome time-continned the alone-Perſe- 
cuted Party for Matters of Religion, ſeveral Differences, in 
Matters meerly of Religion, happened to divide the Proteſtants 
into 
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into diſtin@t and ſeparate Partics, during ſome part of the Reign 
of Dneen Elizabeth; and alſo during the ſeveral and ſuccethve 
Reigns of King James, and King Charles the Firſt: And abour the 
beginning of the Reign of King James, ſome few d:fſpe- 
rate Male-contents, profeſledly of the Popiſh Religion, being 
found Guilty of a wicxed Plot, whereby they had defigaed 
the Deſtruftion both of that King, and of h's Parliament, by 
Gun-Powder ( for which they were deſervedly Executed ) ſcve- 
ral new and moredevere Laws were then, and at ſeveral times af- 
ter, made againſt the Pap:/ts in general, by which ſeveral Puniſh- 
ments were Inflicted on them for Matters of meer Religion; and 
ſeveralPenal Laws were alſo made, by which the then Ggverning 
Proteſtant Party, (then, and ſtill diſtinguiſhed by the Name of the 
Church of England, or the Fpiſcepal Party) perſecuted Them. 

The Difſenting Proteſtants of al! ſorts were Proſecuted under 
the general Name of Non-conformiſts, who cryed aloud for Liber- 
ty of Conſcience , and declared it abſolutely Unlawful to Puniſh 
any, for Matters of meer Religiqn : The refuſal of which, bred 
bad Blood in the Kingdom, and we all know what followed, 

During the continuance of the War, and after King Charles 
the Firſt was not able to make Head againſt the Non-conformiſts, 
the Nor-conformifts Retaliated the Church of Exg/ana, and not 
a little cruſhe the Popiſp Party, both having cngaged on rother 
ſide, and being of other Religions, eſteemed themſelves Perſe- 
cuted for matter of Religion. 

That War being ended with the Death of King Charles the 
Firſt, and the expelling of our late King out of his Dominions, 
and the Ruine of Ep:ſcopacy , and the Suppreſſion of the 
Papiſts, and the total Change of the Government ; the Non-con- 
form ſts under the ſeveral Forms, took upon them and kept the 
Government, untilthe late King was by the Divine Hand of Pro- 
vidence reſtored to his Crown : During all which time, the Epiſ- 
copal Party and the Papifts Sultered, more or leſs, for matters 
(at leaſt in their Apprehenſion } meerly of Religion. Bur theſe. 
two Parties were not alone in their Sufferings; for during thoſe 
Bloody conteſts, there appeared another Party, which from its: 
very firſt riſe in this Kingdom , hath been ſeverely Per- 
ſecuted, 
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Tecuted, and that only for Matters of Religion. This Party 


was the People called Quakers. They did at (their firſt ſhew- 
ing themſelves in the World, go under the name of the Children 
of Light, becauſe they aſſert, as their main and firſt Principle, 
Toat Clhriit is the True Light that Enlightens every Man and We 
man with a meaſure if ſaving Light ; which all gh: to obey ou 
pain of Danna vw ; but by one Bennit, an Officer, in 1650, 
were nick-named P2xakers, They Profeſſed themſelves to ad- 
here to the plain Principles of the firſt Chriſtsans, and particularly 
to hold it as their Principle, That all Perſes#Aion whatſcever, a- 
gainſt any Party, People or Perſon whatſoever , for matters meerly 
of Keligion, 1s abſolutely Unlawful, Unrighteous, and againſt the 
Spirit and Wil! of God, and Dottrine of true Chriſtianity. And to 
give them their due, they have been true Contenders for their 
Prixciple, both by their frequent Apologies and Remonſtrances 
on the one hand, and Invincible Patience in Suffering on the 0- 
ther hand. 

Upon the Reſtauration of the King, the Epiſcopal Party was 
allo Reftored. The Presbyterians, Independants and Anabaptiſts, 
expected a.general Toleration in matters of Religion, according 
to ſome of the King's Gracions Letters, as a Reward for their 
helping or not oppoſing His Reſtauration. The Papifts 
a'ſy expected the ſame thing, as a reward for their Loyalty 
in adhering to the Crown. The 2xakers, now a great People, 
grew confident of the like Freedom, becauſe of their Inoffenſive- 
neſs to Government. Bur inſtead of this expected Liberty; all 
the fo: mer Penal Laws made in the time of Q. Ehzabeth, K. 
James, and K Charles the Firſt, were Revived, and ordered to be 
put in Execution, as well againſt all Non-corformiſts, who were 
Proteſtants, as againſt the Papiſts, And new and more ſevere 
Laws were made againſt them all : And by theſe reſpective Pra- 
ices we ſee, what all theſe Parties have done when they had 
Power. . 

| think ſuch as underſtand the Tranſattions of our Country,will 
clear me from having made any miſtake as to matters of FaCt, in 
any thing that 1 have here ſaid, touching paſt Perſecutions; though 


I believe there will not want ſome, who will cither think me miſ- 
take 
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taken in the point of Charity, when I profeſs to believe tha* 
I do not think there is any one Party now ia Englard,who holds if 
as a Principle of their Religion, That it is Lawfwl to Perſccnte, or 
to make or Execute Laws for the Inflicting of Pains or Penalties 
for any matters of meer Relizion : Or clſe they will ſupect, [ 
do not in Truth believe what I here profeſs to believe in this 
point, ſince even what I have ſaid as to matters of FaCt before 
urged by my ſelf; it plainly appears, that there is not one Par- 
ty now in England (the People called 2raters only excepted ) 
who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, but have been notoriouſly 
Guilty (more or leſs) of the very Fat, or (at leaſt) of a 
publick allowing, if not abetring of it : And every Party will 
be apt tocenſure me of Singularity (at leaſt, ) ſince cach Party 
thinks that they have Arguments drawn from Fatts, ſufficient 
to fix this ugly DoCtrine,as a Principle,upon that Religion which 
they hate moiſt, O that the Mas could'prevail againſt the 
Beaſt | and ghat we would permit our Paſſions to give way to 
our Reaſon, to conſider things nakedly, and as they truly are, 
Si ſatrs eſt accuſiſſe, Dnis erit Tnnocens ? If to accuſe be a ſuf- 
ficient Conviction, what Party ſhall be able to clear it ſelf? And 
who knows not, that *tis a Chriſtians part to Sutker, but never 
to Perſecute ? 

I very well know, That the Proteſtants in general, who look 
upon the Papiſts as their common Enemies, do in their Pulpits, in 
their Writings, and in all their Addrefles to the People, charge 
them with thoſe Rivers of Blood which ſtreamed in the times of 
Q. Mary, and with the Bloody Intentions which thoſe 1.1 Men 
had in their Hearts, who were engaged in the wicked Powdcr= 
Plot : That the firſt was done by Authority, and chiefly by the 
Popiſh Biſhops : That the other, though the Fact bur of private 
Perſons, was never condemned by Authority ; and Silence 1s an 
implyed conſent and approbation. Do we well conſider, what 
the Papiſts ofter by way of Extenuation in anſwer to theſe Char- 
ges ? they juſtifie none of theſe FaCts : But as to the fiſt, they 
recommend to us to be conſidered, the circumſtances rhat Q. 
Mary was in,vhen ſhe came tothe Crown. All the chiet'Heads of- 
the Proteſtant Party, had ſet up. and Proclaimed the Lady on 
duly 
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duly Queen, in oppoſition to Q. Aſary, therr Lawful Soveraign, 
They had raiſed an Army azainſt her: She was compelled to 
gain her Right by Force: She was a Conqueror : And if we will 
believe them, ſhe had nor given any Articles, which might have 
obliged her to Pardon any who were guilty of this Uſurparion, 
and Treaſon: She was told, It was a Confedracy of the whole 
Party of the Proteſtants, which gave her a ground to ſuſpeR, that 
the Proteſtants held it for a principle, That it was lawful for them 
to take up Arms againit, and Dzpoſe their Lawful Soveraign, if 
of a Rcligion contrary to him. 

She might, by the Laws then in being,(the ſame which we have 
to this dav in force amongſt us) have taken away the Lives of all 
who were any ways Guilty of endeavouring to Depoſe her : She 
did not make any onenew Perſecuting Law(whichis conſiderable) 
by which any of thoſe were takenoff who were put toDeath. But 
being put into fears by her Council; that without making great 
Examples of Juſtice in all parts of the Kingdom, ſhe would be in 
danger of having new InſurreCctions made by the Protefants againſt 
her; ſhe was perſwaded that the only way to prevent the ſheding 
of more Blood for the Future, was to puniſh conſiderable numbers 
of thoſe who had then aCtually broken the old Laws of her King- 
dom. Her Biſhops (and that is the chief and julteſt ground of the 
charge ) had their Fears and Revenge alſo, in particular : They 
were newly reſtored to their Biſhopricks, and Religion, of which 
they had been diſp2ſſeſſed in the Time of King Edward the Sixth 
They were afraid of being again diſturbed ; and theſe fears and 
paſſions made them take wrong meaſures. They perſwaded the 
Queen, that ſhe might as well make Examples of Fuſtice, and 
prevent future InſurreCtions, by puniſhing thoſe for their Reli- 
gion, who had been Guilty of Treaſon, as if ſhe had punifhed 
them for Treaſon: And they urged, that by this way ſhe ſhould 
do her ſelf the greater right: and give a proof to the World, that 
ſhe was more offended wich Treaſon committed againſt Heaven, 
( for fo they eſteemed Prereffane Religion ) than with Treaſon 
c nmitted againſt her ſelf, which might be interpreted Revenge. 
They had forgotten the Principles of the true Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which required to leave unto God ,to Revenge whatſo- 

cver 
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ever Injuries are done to him, and to leave it to God to judge, 
what Injuries were done to him ; They aid nor now think of doing 
unto others as they would that others ſhould do unto them : They did 
not remember the wiſe advice of Gamaliel, before mention'd, 
but giving Ear only to their own Fears, and preferring Humane 
Policies before Goſpel-Rules, they miſled the Queen, and took 
away the Lives of vaſt numbers of ſuch, againſt whom nothing 
conld be charged, but what was matter of meer Religion ; 
thereby giving a Juſt occaſion to charge upon their own Re- 
ligion the Principle of Perſecution for meer Religion, which 
thoſe who now profeſs that Religion here, do pretend to diſ- 
own and abominate. 

And as to the buſineſs of the Powder-Plor, they pray us ta 
obſerve, that it was the Treaſon, not of the Papi##s of England, 
but of a few, particular perſons of Deſperate Fortunes and 
worſe Conſciences, and not without ſuſpition of being drawn 
into the Snare by their Enemies : That upon the molt ſevere 
Scrutiny which could be made into that buſineſs, it clearly ap- 
pear'd, that the number of the Offenders was not greater than 
what happens ſometimes to be engag'd in a particular Burglary, 
and not ſo many as make up the fourth part of a Foot Company 
of Souldiers : That the Villany of that deſign hath been as fully 
and generally, yea, and as publickly decry'd, condemn'd and 
reprobated by the whole party of Engliſh Papiits of that Age, 
and of all ſucceeding Ages, as any thing can be by a Party in 
Perſecution, who have not ever had any opportunities or allow- 
ances to aCt in any caſe otherwiſe then each perſon of the party 
only 1n his private Capacity might do : and they Appeal to the 
Juſtice of thoſe who profeſs to have the greateſt Averſion of all 
others againſt the Religion of the Papi#s, whether they wall 
admit it as a rule,that the Villanies of ſome private perſons,who 
profeſs themſelves to be in Fellowſhip or Communion with any 
Church or people, calling themſelves Chri#1ans, may in Fultice, 
and ought in Reaſon to be charged as procecding from the 
Principles, Doctrines, or Religion of that Church or pcople 
with which private perfons profeſs to be in Communion or 
Fellowſhip! They cry out, God forbid any ſuch Rule ſhould 
have credit in the World. 

(. One 
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On the other fide, Iam not ignorant, that the Papits who 
Eſteem the Proteſtants in general as their mortal Enemies, by 
whom they apprehend themſelves to have been depriv'd of 
what is moſt dearunto them, from the time that the Proreſtanc 
Religion firſt gain'd a Preheminency in England, are as highly 
Uncharitable towards the Proteſtants, as theſe are ſevere in 
their Cenſures towards them. They have almoſt look'd upon 
the Proteſtants, as the Iſraelites did upon the Egyptians ; They 
charg'd upon them the guilt of all Blood that hath been ſhed, 
of all the Perſecutions which have hap'ned for matters of meer 
Religion, ſince the firſt At of Parliament of that nature, made 
by King Henry the VHI unto this hour : Inſinuating, that what 
was ſo Cruelly Atted by Q. Mary's Biſhops, was occaſion'd by 
the Provocations given in the time of King Edward the VI. and 
warranted (as far as il! Alts can be warranted,) Firſt, by the 
Non-conformiſts Retaliations towards the Church of England, 
when ſubdu'd by them upon the Death of-King Charles the I. 
and then by the Retaliation made to the Non-conformiſts by 
thoſe of the Chnrch of England, ſince the Reſtoration of our 
preſent Soveraign. 

In ſhort, as the Prote#ants in general, to"excuſe and juſtific 
themſelves, labour to caſt Perſecution for matters of meer Re- 
ligion upon the Papiſts, as a Principle of Popery ; ſo the Papifts 
are as Induſtrious to perſwade the World, that it is a Principle 
of Proteftancy. 

I might here by way of Apology and Extenuation'refer the 
Papiſts, as they do the Proteftants, to conſider of Circumſtances 
of times and things which occaſion'd their Severities againſt 
them, as the unrulineſs which might probably be amongſt the 
people in the time of K.Edw. the VI. to ſee their Religion alter'd 
as they conceiv'd, by the Proreftor. And inQ. Elizabeth's time, 
beſides the renſentment which the Proteſtants had of the Cruel- 
ties which were exercis'd againſt them in Q. Adary's time, It 
is certain, the Papi: did not look upon Q. Elizabeth to have 
any Right to the Crown ; ſhe having been declar'd by the Judi- 
cial Sentence, and Judgement of Arch-Biſhop Crammer to be Ille- 
gitimate ; and the Marriage between K. Henry VIII. and Arne 
of Bullen her Mother, being by the ſame Sentence declar'd ab- 
{olutely 
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ſolutely void ab /zitio, and that Sentence confirm'd by Act of 
Parliament, 28 #{en. 8. c. 7. So that the Papiſts took Q. Mary 
of Scotland to be the Rightful Heir to the Crown, and Rightful 
Queen, and Q. Elizabeth was conſtrain'd by great neceſſity to 
keep them nnder ; but Apologies are not proper to be made on 
the behalfof thoſe, who have the Authority towards thoſe who 
are ſubjected. 

And as the Proteſtants in general, and the Papi/ts, reproach'd 
each other, reciprocally charging upon each other, that Per/e- 
ctjon for matters of meer Religion was a Principle of each 0- 
thers Religion ;, ſo did the Epiſcopal Proteftants, and the Non- 
Conformitts: The Epiſcopal Party, ,who firſt Perſecuted the 
Non-conformiſts under the general Name of Puritans, or Preſ- 
byterians, affirm'd, That their firt beginners in Scotland , from 
whence they deriv'd themſelves, did more than any Party upon 
Earth Perſecute others for matters of meer Religion, and had gam'd 
a Power by their Uſurpation, Oppreſſion id | erſecution ;, being 4 
ſort of people who wanted the very Eſſentials (as they ſaid) of Reli- 
gion, viz. A Right Ordination, without which (as ay ) 
there could be no True Church, no True Miniſtery, or Irue Sacra- 
ments : And that , therefore they ought by Penal Laws, timely 
made, tobe prevented from making Diſt urbaiices in England. The 
Puritans to juſtify themſelves, denying Perſecution for matters 
of meer Religion to be their Principle, or to be lawful, la- 
bour'd to fix it upon the Church of England as their Princi- 
ple, and as taken up by them from the Papiſts, And as to the 
particulars charg'd upon thoſe of Scotland, they faid, That 
whatſoever thoſe of the Reformation had done in Scotland, was 
approv'd and abetted by Queen Elizabeth and the Proteſtants of 
England , without whoſe Advice nothing in Scotland had been 
Tranſatted, and without whoſe Aſſiſtance things had not been 
ſo Effetted : They further ſaid, as to the point of Ordination, 
That the Church of England ought not 11 Reaſon, to account Epiſ- 
copal Ordination to be ſuch an Eſſential of Religion as they charged, 
for that i no Ordination could be valid but by Biſhops , that 
then it would follow, that no Ordination could be valid bh from 
True and Rightful Biſhops of the True Church of Chriſt ; and then 
the Ordination of the Charch of Ws would be 4s invalid as 

2 the 
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the Ordination of thoſe of Scotland; for the Church of England 
could make out no Szcceſſion of Biſhops, but through the Popiſh 
Church, which both parties ( as well thoſe of the Church of 
England, as thoſe of Scotland) had condemned and agreed to 
be a Falſe Church, and no True Church of Chriſt, but an Har- 
tot and Anti-chriſtian. 

Thus the Eps/copal Proteſtants and the Puritans charged and 
recriminated each other ; the Epiſcopal Party nevertheleſs ma- 
king good thcir ground, ſo long as they had the Civil Power to 
ſupport them ; but when npon the Death of K. Charles the 1, the 
Non-conformiſts gain'd the Civil Power into their Hands, the 
Church of England Party (tike all Parties oppreſs'd) being under 
Perſecution, together with the Papiſts, for matters of meer Reli- 
gion, Did abſolutely condemn all ſuch Perſecutions as Unlawful. 
And then the Non-conformiſts (who were at that time ſub-divi- 
ded, and branch'd ont into ſeveral other Partics) gave occaſion 
to charge them with the Principle of Perſecution for meer Reli- 
ion, and put them to uſe the ſame Arguments to clear them- 
ſelves, as the Epi/copal Party and Papiſts had reſpeCtively before 
made uſe of, when the Government was in them, to prevail 
withthe World to bclicve that they abhorr*d the Principle of 
Perſecution for meer Religion ; and that the Perſecurions us'd by 
them, were not for any matters of meer Religion, nor in Truth 
Perſecutions, but purely Afts of Prudence, and doing right to 
themſelves by a juſt care to keep the Epiſcopal Party and the Pa- 
piſts out of all poſſibility of Per/ecxring them any more for the 

uture. 

But none of them could find any reaſon of that Nature to ex- 
cuſe the Perſecutions,which they us d towards the people called 
ud they could not charge them with ever having Perſecu- 
ted any Party or Perſon : Yet in FaCt, both the Non-conformiſts 
and the Epiſcopal Party did Perſecute them in their turns ; and 
therefore to prevent being charged for perſecuting a quiet Peo- 
ple for matters of meer Relzgion, They pretended ſometimes,that 
the Quakers were all Mad-men, and that they Impriſon'd them 
only to keepthem out of the way,and to preſerve them in peace: 
And thoſe who had gotten the Government, would upon that 
Title claim the right of judging what perſons were Mad, as 

they 
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they did always of judging what was Truth and what Errour. 
At other times they pretended to puniſh the Quakers as Blaſ- 
phemers, and the Perſecutors being the only Judges of what 
was Blaſphemy under their Government, they might make 
: what they pleas'd Blaſphemy. When they grew aſham'd of 
this Charge, they then pretended, that the Qzakers were con- 
. ceal'd Papiſts, and that every one who ſpoke or utter'd any 
thing in their Meetings (whether 4a» or Woman) was a Je- 
ſuit Diſguis'd. It was clear, that the Quakers ſuffer'd highly, 
and it was as clear, there could not with any ſhew of Truth be 
any thing charg'd againſt them, but what was matter of meer 

Religion. 

Now upon the whole Buſineſs, what ſhall ſuch a perſon judge 
of theſe matters, who eſteems himſelf in danger of being judg- 
ed by God, if he ſhall make any raſh Judgment ? Shall we take 
for a ſufficient ſolid Proof, the Charge of an Exaſperated Ene- 

- my, againſt an Enemy who hath provoked him, and this in a 
matter of ſo great a Concernment,as to render not a ſingle Per- 
ſon, but a whole Party unworthy to live ? This were to judge 
againſt the Rules of common Jultice and Righteouſneſs, as well 
as to Sin againſt Charity : And this way of judging would render 
each Party (the Qnakgrs only excepted) to bz Guilty, and to 
give a juſt Title to each Party, where it hath the poſſeſſion of 
Power and Government to put to Death all of the other Parties. 

For though we in England ſhould refuſe to adniit the Charge 
of the Papiſts here to be a ſufficient proof againſt the Proreſt ants 
in ſo great a matter ; yet let us not deceive our ſelves ſo far, as 
to ſuppoſe that in Popiſh Cormtries, the Charge of Papiſts againſt 
Proteſtants would not be taken tobe at the leaſt as valid, as the 
Charge of Proteſtants will be taken to be againſt Papsſts here. 
Shall we go another way, and ſay, that in regard every Party 
takes it ſelf to be the only good and true Chriſtian, and in re- 
zard we ſee every Party, when in Power, praCtiſing this thing, 
and perſecuting the other (when in their Power) for matters of 
meer Religion, that therefore every Party agrees in this ? That 
it is Lawful for thoſe who are the true Chriſtians, ro Make and 
Execute Penal Laws againſt ſuch as are Frroncoxs Chriſtians, and 


to Inflitt Pains and Penalties upon them for matters of meer Re ligion, 
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that is, for Errors held by them as Doftrines of Religion : But nei- 
ther will this be reaſonable or convenient ; for this will alfo 
give Title to thoſe who-have the Atual Power, and are in the 
poſſeſſion of each reſpeCtive Government in the Chriſtian World, 
to put to Death, and deſtroy all within their reſpective Juriſ- 
dictions,whom they judge to be Erroncorus Chriſtians : And this 
will be alſo to Entitle the Civil Magiltrate in every Chriſtian 
Country, to the abſolute and uncontroulable right of judging be- 
tween Truth and Error, ſoas to have no appeal from his defini- 
tive Judgment; and to entaf{ againſt common Senſe an 1nfalli- 
bility in the Civil: Magiſtrate of every Country of determining in 
matters of Faith and Religion : I ſay, againſt common Senſe ; 


for Chriſtianity reacheth us,that there can be but one true Faith ; and 


if this Power of judging ſhould be allow'd to the Civil Magiſtrate, 
there would be as many Faiths as there are Governments amongſt 
Chriſtians : That would be true Faith in one Country, and the 
denyal of it puniſhable with Death; which in another Country 
would be an Error and a Falſe Faith, and the affirming of it 
puniſhable with Death. 

It would alfo beto juſtify not only what the Papiſts in Eng- 
land, but what both the Papiſts and Proteſtants in all other parts 
caſt as a Charge upon our Nation, That the only Rule of Faith in 
England, #s the Parliament of England ; that nothing is true 
Chriſtian Doctrine in England, nor any Tranſlation or Senſe, or In- 
terpretation of Scripture, a true Tranſlation or Senſe, or Interpreta- 
tion of Scripture in England, but what is judg'd ſo to be by the Par- 
lament of England. Whereas, though in the Srarure made 
2, 3 Edw.6. c. 1 Entituled, An At for the Uniformity of Ser- 
vice and Adminiftration of the Sacraments throughout the Realm : 
It was affirm'd by that Parliament, That the Book, of Common- 
Prayer enjoyn'd by that Statute to be us d, was made by the Aid of 
the Holy Ghoſt : Yet that very Book, was by that very Parliament 
alter'd and amended, as appears by Statute 5 Edw. 6. C. 1. And 
it hath received ſeveral Reformations and Amendments ſince, 
and was in and by a Parliament in Q. Marys days, judged to be 
Heretical. 

As to my own —_—_— in this particular Aﬀair, it leads me 
to another way ot reaſoning and diſcourſing ; I do, and I think I 

am 


[23] 
am bound in Charity to believe that every Perſon and Party who 
profeſſeth Chriſtaniry,do at leaſt intend to be what they profeſs, 
and that they do all in their Hearts fully give conſent unto all 
thoſe common DoCtrines of Chriſtianiry,which,as ſtanding Prin- 
ciples of that pure Religion, were never queſtion'd or deny'd by 
any ſort of Chri#tians, ſuch as are thoſe which I have before ob- 
ſerv'd, Of doing unto others, as we would have others do unto us, and 
of not doing Evil, that Good may come of it ;, and thoſe others of 
Loving our Neighbours as our ſelves; yea, and of Loving our very 
Enemes, and doing good to them that who hate us and uſe us de- 
ſpightrfully : All which, when ſoberly conſider'd, without Paſ- 
11on or Humane Interelt, are exprelſly againſt all Per/ecurions for 
matters of meer Religion, and do not only tye up Proteſtants 
from deſtroying of Proreſtants,but even from Perſecuting of any 
ſort for any matters of meer Religion : as thoſe Commands, Thou 
ſhalt do no Murther, Thou ſhalt not Steal, Thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery, are = and tye up all Chriſtians from ſhedding of 
Blood Unlawtully and Malitiouſly, and againſt Rapize and 
Uncleanneſs. And ſuch do alfoin their Hearts believe, that what- 
ever Counſel or work is of man, will fall of it ſelf; and that 
what is of God will ſtand Mavgre all the Perſecutions and Oppo- 
ſitions of man ; and that there is none of them do intend to fight 
againſt God, or would willingly be found fo doing. All this be- 
ing taken by me in my own Thoughts,to be moſt certainly true, 
whenever I come to enquire, How then can theſe things: be ? 
How can all theſe Parties(among which there are great numbers 
of Good, Sober, Judicious and Sincere perſons) offend againſt 
theſe common Principles of the common Faith of all Chriſtians, 
by making and Executing Penal Laws for matters of meer Reli- 
g10n ? Immediately adjoyning to this another Queſtion, which is, 
And how can ſo many perſons, proteſſing to he Chri#tians, take 
revenge by Blood, uſurp the Goods of their Neighours, and 
commit the Sin of Uncleanneſs! Yet all theſe were once done 
by that great and good King, and Prophet, who was a Mar 
after God's own Heart. That which to me Anſwers this latter 
Queſtion, ſeems cleatly to ſolve the former ; That the Beaſt gets 
the better of the Man ; The Paſſions commit a force upon Reaſon; 
And Humane Frailty, being too weak, brings the bu of men 
ſome- 


[24] 

ſometimes (though but for a time) and careleſs men oftentimes 
to contradict their Faith by their Pra&#ice, until by Afﬀictions 
they gain underſtanding, and come to Kepenrance for the Saving 
of their Souls. This tome ſeems ſo evident a Truth, that, until 
ſomething more evicient ſhall convince me of my being miſtaken 
in this, 1 ſhou1d think it as great a Sin againſt Charzry, for me 
to charge it as a *rincipl. of the Religion of any Party (profeſ- 
ling to be Chriſtians) That Perſecution for mcer Religion 3s Lanful, 
becauſe I ſec it praCtis'd by thoſe who have Power amonglt that 
Party, as to charge the {ame Party, to hold it as a Principle of 
their Religion, that Murther, Theft and Adultery are Lawful, 
becauſe great numbers of that Party, are too often guilty of 
the gon—_ of thoſe Sins. 

[f this way of conſidering things be not found unreaſonable, 
but upon due refleftion, ſhall appear to be conformable to the 
trne Principles of Chriſtianity, and the Holy Rules and DoArines 
of Chriſt, I hope thoſe who are publick perſons,will forgive me 
when I wiſh they would lay it to their Hearts, and think well, 
whether it would not be of uſe to preſerve this poor ation, 
from the further guilt of thoſe additional 1njuſtices,and Cruelries, 
which the contrary way of raſh Judging mult involve, and daily 
do involve us in. ; 

[s it not more calm fadgment to ſay , That the Diſerdinate Paſ- 
ſions of KR. Henry the VIII. hurried him into thoſe Crzelties which 
he committed, than to impute them to the Principles of any 
Religion which he profeſs'd ? Is it not more becoming us to ſay, 
that an over-zealous Paſſion of Fears which our firſt Refo: mers 
had in the time of K. Ew. the ſixth, made them apprehend, that 
they could not put Popery out of its Poſſeſſion otherwiſe than b 
force,and conſequently led them unwarily into practices, whic 
were contrary to their Trye Faith , then to admit the Charge 
laid on them by the then Perfecuted Papifts, That Perfection for 
meer Religion, was the firſt Proteſtant Principle, «pon which Pro- 
teſtancy laid its firſt Politick, Foundation in England ? Were it 
not more Ingenious, to attribute the Cruelties, which were in- 
fitted in Q. Mary's time, to the Paſſion of Fear in that Queen, 
and of Fear and Covetouſneſs in her Biſhops, that nothing could 


ſecure her againſt New Rebellions from the Proteſtants , w 
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fix the Biſhops in their re-gain'd Poſlefſions, but Examples of 
the utmoſt rigour, then to: labour to fix thoſe Barbarous Cru- 
elties as a Principle upon the Religion of the Queen? Is it 
not more Charitable to aſlign all-the harſh Laws made and exec- 
cuted in the times of- Queen Elizabeth, King James, and inthe 
' ſeveral ſucceeding times ſince by the Government avowedly Pro- 
reftant, to the Fear, Ambition, Revenge, or other frail Paſſions, 
cover'd generally under the ſpecious Titles of Reaſon of Stare, 
then to givethe World a juſt Ground to charge thoſe Crueltie; 
upon a Principle of Proteſtancy. This we muſt do, or (which is 
as much to our Diſhonour )'we mult give a juſt Ground to the 
moſt Civiliz'd Nations of the World, to charge thoſe paſt Par- 

barities, exercis'd ſo long in England, upon the People of our 

Nation, to the Cruelties of our Engliſh Natures : For what other 

thing can ForreignNations 1mpute it unto,when they ſhall obſerve 

the ſame Perſecution continued for near one hundred and forty 

years, ynder all the various Forms of Religion which we have 

had, each Party renouncing the Cruelties to proceed from any 

Principle of the Religion own'd by that Party, yet exerciſing in 

Fatt, what they renounce to he their Faith, 

But my Charity doth not reſt here, it compels me to make yet 
one ſtep further;and ſince1t is not tv the Diſhonour of our Na- 
tion, I hope none will bediſpleas'd with it. As Lam verily per- 
ſwaded, that all thoſe Penal Laws, which have been made in this 
our Nation for the inflifting of Pains and Penalties for matters 
of meer Religion, havenot had their Original from any Prin- 
ciple of any of thoſe Religions which have been profeſs'd by any 
ot thoſe Powers or Governments by which they were made, bur 
ought to be imputed to the Paſſions of thoſe who made, and 
cans'd them to be put in Exectftion: And that a falſe Reaſon 
of State, or zeal in Church-men, gave thoſe Paſſions leave to 
work cven againſt the Religion which every Party Perſccuting, 
Profeſs'd; ſo do I moſt confidently believe, that the True Prin- * 
ciples of the common Chriſtianity, which every Party own'd, 
and true Reaion of Stare grounded upon thoſe true and com- 
monly own'd Principles, reſtrain'd all and every the reſpeQive 
Parties, by whom thoſe Laws were made, . from” all Intentions 
of having a!l, or any of thoſe Laws Tigidly Executed ; fo that 

D thoſe 
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thoſe who had. from time to time, and who ſtill have the Exc- 
cutive and Interpretative Power of thoſe Laws veſted in them, 
have always underflood,and do ſtill continue ta underſtand thoſe 
Laws not re have been intended by the Legiſlative Power to be 
ftriitly and rigidly or conſtantly executed : My Reaſon is, that had 
this been otherwiſe, Alt of All Parties, except one, who at 
{ome time had been in Power, muſt have been Er this totally 
Butcher'd or deſtray'd, and our poor Country fo far Depopu- 
lated as to have becotne a Prey to ſome of our Potent Neigh-+ 
bovrs : For even in Queen fary's times, thoufands eſcaped that 
never fled ; and hadprivate Meetings, but the moſt Eminent 
were Cruelly vufed. 

I know ſome there are wha have imputcd the remiſs Ex<cuti- 
on of theſe unkind Laws to the Generous Good Nature which 
is found in the. generality of our Nation,whichabhors Cruelty, 
and hathalways a compaſiion for thoſe who are under Perſecu- 
on ; and which well appears to any who refleft npon the ten- 
derneſs of our Courts of Juſtice, and of the generality both of 
our Magiſtrates, and our Juries in all the Countries in England, 
and how they have comported themſelves nnder the ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances of paſt Times, when they have beer: call'd upon, and 
Provok'd,. yea Threatauid, and endeayonr'd to have been torc'd 
into a Spirit of Perſecuting, 

Others there are, who bave taken the great unwillingneſs in 
all forts of perſons to be active in the Execution of theſe Laws 
to proceed from the* inmate zeal that.is; in every Emgliſh man: to 
preſerve the Eibertiesand Propertics of their Fellow Subjects, 
as well as their own ;' and that they have obſerv'd;that Liberty 
and Property were never any way ſo much Entrench'd opon, 
violated and deſtroyed, as by thefe Cruel Laws of Perſecution 
for meer Religion : Sorthat every man conſidering wh2n he ſees 
his Neighbour ( though differing in Judgement from himſelf) 

* Perfecuted and deſtrayed for what ought ta he call'd' rather 
his miſtake-then-his Fault (for no man can helieve againſt his 
Jadgement, or take an Oath againſt his Conſcience without fin) 
that though this be his Neighbours turn this year, it may be his 
own turn the next year, or next Reign; and no mans Life, Li- 
berty.or Property can be ſecmre. in caſe ſich Laws beExecuted ; 
but 
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but only ſuch men,who have a Conſcience fitted for all Changes 
of Government, and for every Religion that is uppermoſt, and 
who for that reaſon are as unfit to be Truſted by their Neigh- 
bours as by the Government. 

But though 1 take it to be very true that this natural incli- 
nation to Mercy and pity, and this rcal zeal which all men have 
forthe preſerving of Liberty and Property , may have been 
great helps to keep off, or mitigate the ſevere Execution of 
theſe Laws of Perſecution for meer Religion ; yet when I well 
conſider the great power and Influences which the Supreme 
Authority always hath' upon the Subjects; and particularly 
upon all the Magiſtrates in general, who are always perſons 
nominated and appointed by the Supreme Authority; and muſt 
be therefore ſuppos'd to he ſuch in whom the Supreme Anrhority 
always Confides, as to the due Execution of what the Supreme 
Authority intends to have Executed ; I think it will Naturally 
follow,that a forbcarance-of the rigid Execution of theſe Laws, 
onghe to be chiefly imputed to theReligion and true Chriſtian 
policy of the'Supreme Authority; and we ought to believe, that 
though a falſe Reaſon of State did ſometimes permit Humane 
Frailty, to make ſuch Laws as were contradictory to the true 
Laws and Principles of that very Religion which thoſe perſons 
profeſſed, by whom thoſe Laws were made; yet true Religion, 
and true reaſon of ſtate always kept thoſe perſons from intend- 
ing to have thoſe Laws rigidly and ſeverely Executed. 

I will confirm this by one ſingle Inſtance of the higheſt Na- 
ture, and that not in the beſt of times. 

The laſt Popiſh Prieſt that was put to Death in England for 
being a Prieſt of the Romiſh Church ,” was put to Death in the 
time of Cremwel; I ſuppoſe, we are not to doubt of the Paſ- 
ſionate heat which inflam'd thoſe who were then in Authority 
againſt the Papiſts and Popery ; they look*d on the _ a$ 
mortal Enemies to their Government, and as faſt Friends, and 
devoted Servants tothe Crown and Royal Family : Notwith- 
ftanding which, when the ſaid Prieſt came upon his Tryal at the 
Seſſions-houſe in the Old-Baily in London, and upon his Arraign- 
ment, Pleaded that he was not Guilty of Treafom, but acknow- 
ledg'd himſelf to hea Prieſt of the Roman Church : It clearly ap- 
D 2 pear'd 
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pear'd, that thoſe who were his Judges, did their utaiolt to 
preſerve his Lite, and to prevent the Execution againſt him of 
thoſe Laws upon which he ſtood Indiftcd : For they did for 
many hours 1uſpend the Recording of his Confeſſion , making 
it their endeavour to prevail with him to Plcad nor Gluilty to 
the Inditment : 'They prelled himto this in the publick Court, 
aſſuring hia, -that-if he would ſo Plead, his Life ſhould be ſafe; 
and that they had no Evidence which could prove him to be a 
Prieſt: And when the Old Man ( Aged about ſeventy two 
years) would not. be drawn to deny hymſelf to be a Prieſt ; 
(taking it to be@ denying of his Religion) and that the Court 
was'compe!l'd'to give Judgment againlt him; the Magiſtrate 
whogave the;Sentence, was ſodrown'd in Tears upon that fad 
occaiion, that it was long before he could pronounce the Sen- 
tence, which the Law compell'd ( as he proteſs'd) to give. Now 
I ask, can It; be preſum'd that in thoſe ſevere times againſt Po- 
fery,. thoſe who-then fate ypon: the Seat-of. Juſtice , would, or 
durit tidve proceeded thus im a pnþlick -C ouit, and made it 
their bufineſs ſo:9penly,: fo avowedly to haye ſar'd the-Life of 
2 Prieſt of that Party, 'it they had not well conſider'd that the 
Makers of thoſe Laws,: and-even Cromwel, who had then taken 
upon bim the Government of theſe Nations, did not in Truth 
intend'a rigid and ſevere Execution of thoſe Laws, which were 
for Infictiog/Painis and Penalties for matter of. meer Religion ? 
But I think; Lneed give no further Inſtances for the proof of 
this'my Opinion :.» Whoſoever ſhall reflet npon the preſent 
Genizs of our whole Nation, and conſider in what detcſtation 
all mien have the;:Execotion of Perſecuting Laws for matters of 
meer Religion,,: how publickly Informers are Abhorr'd and 
Diſcountenanced,» when-they labour to Perſecute any -upon any 
ſuch Law, wili eaſily ſee that the whole Nation in general is 
Convinc'd, that thoſe Laws were never any of them made,with 
intention-to have' them rigidly Executed. I have been told, 
(and it ſeems to be grounded upon Reaſon))that it is a Principle 
of our Laws, That even an Att of Parliament , which is againſt 
the Law of God, or againſt Regfon, 15 void in it ſelf ; If this be 
true, (as methinks it ought to be) I think we are very near the 
tim2, wherein all our preſent Laws of this Nature, by which 
any 
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any are ſubject to be in any meaſure Perſecuted for matters of 
meer Religion, will be Repealed by the general Voice of the 
whole Nation, and that when the particular Perſons, of which 

wn the great Body of this Nation is compos'd, ſhall have conſidered 
ſomething more deliberately, than their Paſſions have yet per- 

| mitted ail to do, that every Law of this Nature is againſt the 
Liberty and Property of the Subjects of England ; L:njuſt and 

Cruel, in puniihzng men for not procecCing againlt their Con- 

ſciences ; Exprelly againit the very Principles and Rule; of tho 

Goſpel of Chriit, and Principles of that irue Religion which 

every one of us pretends to own ; Deltructiye to the T: ade ard 

Well-being of our Nation, by Oppreiling ard driving away 
| the moſt Indulſtrious Working Bands of our Nation, and De- 
populating, and thereby lmpoveriſhing our Country, which is 
capable of imploying three times the number of People which 
| we now have : Contradictory to the Rule of Juſtice, grounded 
| upon common Reaſon, as well as Religion, which requires, 

Bd That no man ſho::ld do unto another , what he would not have done 

unto himſelf, And conſequently void in it felf by the Rule of the 

Laws of our Country : There will not be found a Magiſtrate, 

nay, a common Subject in England, who will not as politively re- 

nounce the putting in execution, or heing accellary to the exe- 
cuting of any Law of this Nature, as he will renounce the be- 
coming guilty of thoſe deteſtable Sins of Murder or Theft. 

But until Men are a little further convinc'd of theſe Truths, 
you (Sir ) ought not to be angry with, but rather pity thoſe Ma- 
giſtrates from whoſe Hands you have lately ſutfer'd for a Matter 
meerly of Religion : Peradventure they did not fully conlider 
that the Matter with which you were charged, was a thing of 
meer Religion, but took your Meeting in an Aſſembly meerly 
for the Worſhip of God, robe an unlawficl Aſſembly, hecanſe pro- 
hibited by a preſent Law, as the poor Magiltrates in the Apo- 
{tles times taok their Meetings in their Afſemblies meerly for 
F the Worſhip of God, to be unlawtfnl Aſſemblies. and Breaches 
| of the Peace, becauſe they were prohibired by their Laws: Or 
perhaps their fear that they ſhould themielves be ſubject to a 
Forfeiture, in caſe they ſhould have deny'd their Warrant to 


the Informer,made them fail under that Humane Frailty for ſe- 
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curing of themſelves. However it was, I ſuppoſe you have no 
juſtGround to believe the thing to be any effect of Malice againſt 
you of your Friends and if it be not, then the ſame Magiſtrates, 
now their fear is over, may yet be inſtrumental to do you and 
themſelves Right. It is Odds but upon a ſtrift Reflection upon 
what the Informer hath ſworn, the Devil may have prevailed 
with him to ſwear ſomething which may be proved untrue ; for 
Informers are not ſqueamiſh 1n ſwearing for their own profit, 
as it hath appear'd in London and Midaleſex , and one point 
of Perjury proved, will invalidate all his Teſtimony, and re- 
verſcall that is done : At which I am very confident no Man | 
(beſides the Informer) will be diſpleaſed. And this is in plain | 
Truth the great Reaſon why your Friends Hhere deſire to know 
all tk> Circumſtances of your Caſe; the certifying of which, 
may be an Advantage to your ſelf and your Friends there, and 
will be particularly very welcome unto | 


= 
Sir, 
Tour Old True Friezd 
And Humble Servant, | 
A . N . 
% 


Poſtſcript. 
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 Poltſcript, 


Have bere omitted many of thoſe great Arguments , both which 
[| others have uſed, and which may yet be ws from the Na- 
rare of this Subjett, partly becauſe there are ſo many Diſcourſes ex- 
rant, and partly becauſe Engliſh mankind begins 10 be ſatisfied in the 
Matter, Tet this give me leave to add in general, That Force ugon 
Conſcience, aud Corporal Penalties about Matters of Religion, have 
not only no Preſident or Example from Chriſt or bis Apoſtles, but are 
epreſly againſt both their Precepts and Examples. 

This Coercion is the old Diſturber of States, the Deſtroyer of 
Property, the Depopulator of Kingdoms, the Enemy of Humane 
Nature, of Kind Ngghbourhood , and of Conſcientious Religion. 
At beſt it ether makgth men Religious by Rote, ' which i5 no Relj- 
gion, 07 Conformable for Fear and Intereft,which 3 Ir=religion 
and baſe Hypocriſy. Bur befides all this, it corrupteth and di- 
ftratteth the Nature of all Civil Government, by making the mea- 
ſure of Loyalty, not Love, Honour and Obedience ro Cxfar, but 
Conformity to the Clergy and Religion in Faſhion , which deft roys 
the true Dependence and Obligation in Government , and ſubje(is 
the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of the People to the frequent Revo- 
lations of Religion ; which ought to ſtand fixed and Sacred npon the 
common and undeniable Principles of Civil and Fuſt Government, 

I hope 1 ſhall be exeus'd for this Conception, ſmce of all others, 
This renders to Ce/ar the things that are Ce/ar's: And [ world 
toGeod, all the Ceſars of the World ſaw the Truth ff this Notion : 
They would not then ſuffer themſelves to be grown upon, nor only 
by another Power then Czfar's, but by a Power contrary to Cefar's, 
and which in the tendency of it leaves Ceſar nothing but His Name. 
Let Him be feit King of all His People, by His Goodneſs, as well 
as by His Power. Optimus went before Maximus among Infi- 
dels ; and ſhall Pretenders to the beſt. of Religions (Chriſtianity 7 


- mean) decline it ? All Creatures Nouriſh and Defend their Young : 


We are the Children of the Government, and ſhould be Comforted and 
De- 
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Defended under the Magiſtrates Wing of Fuft Power and Favour : 
He ſhould Endeavour our Encreaſe, Encourage our Induſtry, and 
thereby Enrich arid Repleniſh the Kingdom. not Impoucriſh and De- 
populate it, For the Glory of a-Prince is inthe multitude of his 
People: Not Beggars, but Men of Induſtry. But who dares to 
be Induſtrious, that would not have his Labours made the Forfeit of 
bis Sober Conſcience? UNHAPPY AGE ! Come! 'tis time 
for Humane Nature to remember from whence ſhe came, for Man- 
kind to Love, for Czſar to be kind to'all His People ;' To let his 
Rain fall upon all, his Sun-ſbine upon all, that he may juſtly render 
Himſelf Maſter of the AﬀeCtions of all ; and not ſerve FaCtions 
nor Intereſt, nor imbroile his Government with the Opinionary 
Diffe. ences abot Religion , which doth nor Enlarge, but Narrow 
His Empire : Ard thoſethat pat him upon ſuch Meaſures, let their 
Pretences be what it will, they are too narrow for his Glory, and do 
111 Offices i» the great Family of the Kingdom. They ſer the Father 
againſt the Son, and excite hjm to Diſ-inheggt his Children, and 
thoſe Virtuous too , meerly for the ſober Exerciſe of a Diſcenting 
Conſcience, about matters relating to Pother World : This is Prafti- 
ſing Reprobation-for Opinion, and ſacrificing Nature and Mo- 
rality to Modes of Religion : Nay, this is ts Engroſs Ceſar by 
a Party, and to Monopolize Him from the reſt of His People ; 
A ſin agam#t the very Nature and end of Government. God grant 
us all more Wiſdom, more Honeſty, and more Charity, and that we 
may yet live to ſee al} Induſtry encouraged, the Poor employed, 
the Kingdom 1n Love with its own Growths, Virtue only re- 
warded, Vice only puniſhed, that Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Plenty may yet vouchſafe todwell amonglt us. So be it to Ceſar 
and His people, while the Sun and Moon endures. 
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